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RIA Beginnings and History

by Phyllis Layton

The Rochester International Association began as a registered
nonprobtorganization in 1982 as a merger of the Y International
Center, the Rochester Refugee Resettlement Association and
the Rochester World Festival. | was a part-time staff member of
the International Center begun by Geri Critchley in 1980. SE
Asian refugees were arriving in Rochester for resettlement in
our community. Mayo Clinic patients, staff and their families
were coming from all parts of the world to the Mayo Clinic.
Rochester was a multicultural city. The RIA provided opportu-
nities for multicultural communication, interaction and friendship
in the community. Fuad Mansour, who had started the World
Festival celebration joined the board and helped make this an
annual event. We were assisted by Mayor Chuck Hazama who
appointed the prstInternational Affairs Committee for the city of
Rochester.

The Refugee Resettlement committee was reorganized and
became the Intercultural Mutual Assistance Association with
Ron Buzzard as director of a staff of bilinguals from various SE
Asians countries. The IMAA was brstlocated in two houses on
7th Ave SW. Ron continues to lead this growing organization
providing assistance for the many immigrants from various ar-
eas of the world who come to live in the Rochester area. When
the RIA needed an ofpbce location, the IMAA arranged a space
for RIA in one of the houses. Refugees from the war in Bosnian
War began coming to Rochester seeking a safe home. When
the IMAA moved to a larger building at 300 11t Ave. NW, they
found ofpbce space for RIA in their building. Wars in Sudan and
Somalia brought many Africans and their families to our com-
munity. Mexicans were also arriving as residents. Additional
staff was needed so the IMAA made plans for a larger building
to include private ofbces of their staff providing also for the vari-
ous needs of their varied clients. The RIA appreciates the im-
portant work of the IMAA and thanks them for sharing their new
space with our organization so we can continue to meet new
people of all cultures that live in Rochester.

Since these early days, the RIA has offered friendship and
communication with new internationals with annual events and
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programs. Each of Rochester!s mayors has continued to ap-
point and support members of the International Affairs Commit-
tee chaired for many years by Herta Matteson, former president
of the RIA. We appreciate their continuing support and look
forward in the upcoming year to:

* the annual reception for new international residents and
visitors hosted by Mayor Brede

% Annual Thanksgiving Dinner hosted and prepared each
year since by Fred Regal and his family

* the annual Rochester World Festival held in April
% the Rochesterfest parade entry

% the International picnic at Silver Lake park with the
Mayor!s Committee

We welcome new members and wish more of you would take
an active part. We thank our loyal continuing members who
have sent their dues each year, served on the RIA Board,
hosted and spoke at the monthly Y luncheon, taken part in or-
ganizing the annual World Festival each spring. But we do
need more new active members to keep the organization alive
and growing and to be leaders for the coming years. Please
come to our events and invite your friends to join us.

Many thanks to Frank Hawthorne, RIAls outgoing president for
his leadership and dedication to the organization. With his wife
Dottie, they have been longtime active RIA members and volun-
teers. | have also served as a president and board member
since the organization has begun. Frank and | will continue to
help as advisors to the board, but the RIA needs a new leader
and active board members.

RIAls capable continuing ofbcers are: Vice president - Addie
Borja; Treasurer - Ann Lance; Secretary - Heidi Chaney;
Technology Ofbcer, website, and memberships - Thomas Yung;
Marcella Nixon keeps us in touch with the Hispanic Community
and with her husband Gary takes a big part in World Festival
and other community events; John Berquist will chair the !08
World Festival. We thank them for their efforts. Call Phyllis at
288-1197 or Frank at 282-5116 if you want to volunteer. Check
also the RIA website at http://ria-minnesota.org.
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Latest News

RIA®B Annual Meeting at 7pm Tuesday Sept 11, 2007
at 2500Valley High Rd, NW RIAG annualmeetingwas
held at the new IMAA Board Roomat 7pm. New board
membersand new officers were electedand will beginto

serve two-year terms. Frank Hawthorne has servedtwo

termsasboardpresidentandwill stayontheboardaspast
president.Addie Borja will serve as presidentfor the
coming year; Herta Matteson will be vice president.
Heidi Chaney will serveassecretaryMax Sullivan was
electedasanewboardmember Anyoneelsewhois inter-

esteds welcometo talk with oneof the boardmembersor

attenda meeting. If you areinterestedn joining the RIA

board, pleasecontactAddie Borja, Ann Lanceor another
boardmember Otherbusinesswill includefirst plansfor

theWorld Festivalin April 2008. All membersof the RIA

may take part and vote at this meeting.

The IMAA and RIA havea new office: RIA hasmoved
with IMAA to new office location at 2500 Valley High
Drive, NW, Rochestey MN 55901. Grand opening
eventstook placethe first weeksof September This new
Ogreen@ne-storyenegy-savingbuilding servesasan out
standingfacility for the staf andclientsof theIMAA. All
RIA Boardmeetingswill be heldin the Boardroomonthe
secondlTuesdayof eachmonth. RIA mail shouldnow be
sentto the new address.The telephonenumberremains
289-5960Ext. 116. Pleasdeavea voicemailmessagéor
RIA at the dfice phone.

Diversity Council News: Check out their website at
diversitycouncil.og for all their latest news and events.

Upcoming Events

Monthly RIA Board meetingsare held at 7:00 p.m. on
the secondTuesdayof eachmonth at the IMAA office
meeting room at 250@alley High Drive NW

International Speakersluncheon at the Y Comejoin
this group eachsecondWednesdayof eachmonth. We
meet together from 11:30-1pmin Balfour Hall of the
RochesterFamily Y for a delicious international lunch
preparedy our internationakaterey FredRegalandatalk
by a volunteerspeakemwho sharespicturesof aninterna

tional trip or talks abouthis or her life experiencesn an
other country Cost for lunch is $8. Reservationsare
needed. Call Joyce Gossman282-16760r Betsy 289-
3359.

¥ On September12 Roy Watson,Rocheste® long-
time citizen and hotel managerdescribessomeof
his many experiences in other parts of the world.

On October 10 Hertaand Eric Mattesonwill show
pictureof arecenttrip OOrthetrail of the Tigersin
India.O

Call Phyllis at 288-1197 if you would like to shareyour
experienceswith the group anothermonth. You will be
rewardedwith an interestedaudienceand a free lunch.
Volunteers to set up and clean up are also welcome.

RIA® English Conversation Group will meetmonthly
for coffee, snacksand informal, friendly conversationat
10AM on the third Friday of eachmonth at variousloca
tionsNcoffee housesor homesof the members. Betsy
Munroe will be glad to tell you more aboutthe group.
Call herat 289-3359. Join us at our next meetingon Fri-
day SeptembeR21 at the Corner Cupboardrestauranion
the first floor of CharterHouse. Phyllis Layton will be
hostess.Colombiansoldierwho are patientsat Mayo will

be our specialguests. Comejoin if you can. Call Betsy
289-3359 or Phyllis 2881D7 for more information.

LATINO FEST, Sept. 22 from 1:00- 7:00pm at the
eastsideShelter at Silver Lake Music, Gamesinforma
tion, Food and Fun sponsoredby Olmsted County with
ACHLA, Allanza Chicana Hispana Latino Americana.
Everyone is welcome. Free.

Thursday, Oct. 11. Mayor @ receptionfor new interna-
tionals: Mayor Bredeand his InternationalAffairs com-
mittee memberswith RIA will welcomenew international
residentsagainthis yearat City Hall at 7 pm. Join us for
refreshment@and a chanceto meetthe Mayor informally
and enjoy conversationand entertainment. Pleaseinvite
your new international friends and neighbors.

Thanksgiving Dinner at the Congregational Church,
Nov. 22. Eachyear In memoryof his mother catererFred
Regal and his family prepare and host a traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner for new international families in




Rochestewho arefar awayfrom their homesandfamilies T h 1 U d
members. It will be held again at the Congregational ccnno Ogy P ate
Church,965 17" Ave SW, beginningat noon. Volunteers
and guest should contact Herta Matteson at 280-8319.
Reservations are needed.

This newsletter and current events can be found on the
website. http:/Avww.ria-minnesota. @y

Email subscriptions. Please send us your e-mail address
RIA International Studentsat RCTC. GlenSaponaris and get up-to-the-minute updates on any postings on our
the staf advisorto the InternationalStudentsat the col- website http://ria-minnesota.gfemail-subscriptions/
lege.He alsoserveson the RIA Board. We alwaysenjoy
gettingto know thesestudentsand having themtake part
in our RIAActivities.

Going Green. If you wish to opt into only receiving your
future newsletters via email, sign up at
http://ria-minnesota.afnewsletters/

Global Connection Days Olmmigration from the Other R|A events calendar is now online. Pleasebookmark
SideOwill take placeat RCTC Oct. 9-11"" Savethe dates thjs web addresstp://riamn.og/ria-events-calendar

and plan to attendthe Paneldiscussionsachday on im-

migration as well as the multicultural studentperform v, may also subscribe Vi XML [ ICAL JHTML]
ances:the ethnic fashion show and dramapresentation.

Internationalfood disheswill be servedin the cafeteria. |f your group would like to add eventsto the calenday

The coordinatoreachyearis Lillyam Arroyave, Spanish please email us atebmaster@ria-minnesotagor
teacher at RCTC.

RIA Memberships

RIA membershipNRenewals and new memberships Credlts

are needed: Like most non-profit groups, RIAQ fiscal President:Addie Borja

year began in July. ~Some of our loyal members, Vice President:Herta Matteson

respondingto our low-key membershipdrive in the Secetary: Heidi Chaney

summer newsletter have mailed their annual dues. We Treasurer: Ann Lance

thank them and hope to hear from others. Membership  Volunteer Coordinator: Phyllis Layton

dues have not been raised since the organization was Memberships Website, Technology: Thomasyung
formed so that everyonecan join, receiveour newsletter Newsletter Editors: Phyllis Layton,Thomasyung
and participate in our many events. Membership Board Members: Art Hambugen, Phyllis Layton,
information and registrationform is on page4 of this Geoge Magellos, Marcella Nixon, Glen Saponari,
newsletter Mail it to the new addresf the IMAA. You Lee Herold, Heidi Chaney¥homasYung, Max
may alsojoin and pay duesat any RIA meetingor event. Sullivan.

We welcomeand neednew membersfor the RIA board.

Thank you for being a member of RIA!
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Mail this membership form to RIA!s ofpce at: 2500 Valley High Drive NW, Rochester, MN 55901.

Phone Number: (507) 289-5960, Website: http://ria-minnesota.org

RIA board meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM in the board room.
RIA membership is open to all. Please join today! RIA’s mission: Celebrating cultural diversity and providing opportunities for

multicultural education and exchange. Membership is important and your way to help RIA put on the annual World Festival and
other programs for international students and the community.

Annual Membership dues:
Individual $20 [ ] Student/Senior $15 [ ] Family $30 ($48 for 2 years) [ ] Organization $30 [ ] Business $50 [ ]

Name or Names:

Address:

Phone:

Email (indicate if you'd like to receive future newsletters in your email instead of mailed out to you):

Country/Heritage:

Interests/talents you can share:
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